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Fair tonight and Tuesday; colder Tuesday,
morning; high northwesterly winds, di-

minishing.
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0 SESSION OF THE

FIF1MIFTH GOIGIESS

Assembling of the Statesmen, and
Their Greetings.

A RECESS WHILE WAITING

Committees Gall Upon the President 'and Receive
His Message Reading of the Document
Scenes of Great Interest Enacted in Both
Ends of the National Capitol "Weighty Work
Before the Legislators.

third session Congress
recorded history

United States having declared
witnessed successful termination,

end, perhaps, liMVing subsequently
foundation policy which shall

nation precise Influence
world hardly dreamed

convened today.
There emphasize im-

portance occasion,
jireliminaries historic color

rellected other similar periods
Congress, unless, perhaps,

intense interest which
entered predominant clement
iours immcdialel preceding arrival

resident's annual menage.
Seldom Congress waiting
document which expected,

upon wlrtch nuns Issues vital im-

portance future great repub- -

Capitol building
Fubmlttcd subdued lethargy until
within 'Presently
mixed cosmopolitan crowds began
present themselves several en-

trances building. galleries
filled rapidly main conidars
became congested, attention

multitude divided there
displayed intense. bsorled

Intciest preliminaries
national drama about

whkJh might expected.
members Coneioss

Their appearance awaited
considerable interest. Among them

whom people have made
heroes figuies made

utterances session;
tUritHng events

plaod prominent
thrilling events

months; others expected
dominate future their eloquence,
logic power position

have invited public disapproval
their setlmms.

houses called order
prompt Pi.ijers,

formaliile customary
oiiening session occupied

hour House Senate,
concluding appropriate exchange
preetings coupled formal in-

formation ready busi-
ness.

committees appointed
Piesldont returned Capitol

them Private Secre-
tary Pruden message which

immediately houses.

SCENES ANIMATION
THE HOUSE SIDE

Great AelIIt Floor,
.Many Floral OflVrinji Pop-

ular .Member.
House exceedingly

cnimated during hour
preceded order.

members
chance other since

cruel bullets and'
scarcely ballots

concluded, congratulations
victors condolences those
fallen thick

GENERAL WHEELER.

Republican House
veritable flower garden. Representative

Grosvenor usual floral piece with
which anti-civ- il service admirers al-

ways remember Representative
Hawiey Texas, only Republican
from Texas, supposed lost,

pulled through, magnificent
basket France Representa-
tive Tawncy Minnesota, called
Speaker Reod down session
ended gentleman's active opposition

Hawaii, remembered
handsome basket Representative
Hopkins Illinois favored.
resentative Dayton "West Virginia

immense floral anchor reward
victory. Democratic side,

other hand, long looked
forlorn, Gaines Tennessee be-

ing about only remembered
floral friends. while g

'called pages kept busy brlng--

bouquet- -, down aisles until

Democratic side was as rich in color
the Republican.

zth&?!miisa&siist w--r ? zjSizgF

The center of attraction on the floor was
surely, "Joe" AVheeler, who had laid aside
the uniform he had so honored and was
back in his seat, dressed In civilian
colthes. Members from both sides and all
parties crowded round eager to shake his
hand and congratulate him. He received
them all with the same amiable courtesy
which has always been u characterlstiv
of the man.

There was a round of applause as
Speaker Reed took the chair and rapped
for order.

Chaplain Couden pronounced a longhand
eloquent prayer, referring thankfully to
the war as triumphantly concluded and
tenderly to those who had fallen in it and
to the members of the House who had
Itassed Into their eternal rest since Con-
gress had adjourned.

The clerk then called the roll with some
difficulty, owin to the noise. Finally it
was finished and the Speaker announced
that there were 207 members present, a
quorum of the House.

Next came the "in of the n w

members, of whom there three. Repre-
sentative Grosvenor introduced Charles
Dick of the nineteenth Ohio distiiet;
Representative Allen introduced Thomas
Spcicht of Vie second Mississippi dis-

trict; Representative Grow introduced W.
11. Graham of the twenty-thir- d Pennsyl-
vania district. Thee gentkmen take the
places of Representatives Northwny, who
died: Sullivan, elected to the Senate, and
Stone, elected governor of Pennsylvania.
The Speaker administered the oath and
the members took their seats.

A message was received from the Sen-

ate announcing that that body was ready
for business. Representative Dlngley of-

fered a resolution that a committee b?
appointed to join a similar Senate com-

mittee and wail upon the President. The
resolution was adopted and the Speaker
appointed Representatives Dingley, Can-
non and Bailey.

On motion of Representative Dalze 1 the
House then took u recess until 1:0
o'clock.

THE SENATE CHAMBER
WEARING A FLORAE GARB

Oiietiinjr Proceedings in the North-
ern Winjr of the- - Cnpilol Greet-

ings to Senator.
The Senate chamber presented a con-

stantly changing scene from the time the
doors were thrown open in the morning
and the employes began to bustle about,
until 12 o'clock, when the gavel of Vice
President Hobart rapped shandy on the
edge of his desk. At that hour the cham-
ber looked more like a flower show than
a hall of legislation.

Clusters, groups, bunches and baskets
of flowers were everywhere, so thickly
strewn over desks that the dignified
statesmen who sat behind them had to
step out in the aisles to be seen.

Senator Cullom's friends perpetrated on
him a piece in the shape of an elaborate
ccroll, of roses and immortels, resting on
a frame about four feet high. On its face
was a floral flag and the letters "Wel-
come, S. M. C," in lurid tints. The color
alone prevented it from looking funereal.
It was borne into the chamber by two
pages and was cairied out immediately
after the prayer by as many more.

The friends of Senator Mason also taxed
the ingenuity of the floral designer, al-

though their selection wn,? .slightly less
elaborate than the piece which graced Sen-
ator Cullom's desl?. It was a Hag ot red,
white and blue Immortelles, just large
enough to screen the expansive features
of the statesman from Chicago.

Senator Clay of Georgia was presented
with a basket of flowers which bore some
slight resemblance to a naval battle at
night. It was very spreading, and was
made up of huge white
red lilies and a broad blue ribbon. Sen-
ator Smith's bouquet took the lead, so far
as size was concerned. Jt was an enor-
mous basket of roses, chrysanthemums
and carnations.

Senator Elklns received a mound of ros-
es and ferns. A modest bunch of violets
lay on the desk of Senator Cockrell, and
later a cluster ot roses was placed be-

side it Senator Galllnger's desk was con-
cealed by a cluster of red and white car-
nations and a bunch of white roses. Sen-

ator "Wellington of .Maryland sat behind
a cluster of yellow and white chrysanthe- -
mums, and a similar offering lay on the
desk of Senator Fairbanks, of Indiana.
Senator Nelson of Minnesota was re-

membered with a basket jof big

The other desks which added to the dis-
play were those of Senators Hansbrough
ot North Dakota, Allison ot Iowa, Gor-
man of Maryland, Harris of Kansas, Pen-
rose of Pennsylvania, AVilson of Washing-
ton, Teller of Colorado, l.cBride of Ore-
gon, Shoup of Idaho, Thurston of Ne
braska, "Wolcott of 'Colorado, Cullom of
Illinois and Chandler of .New Hampshire.

Senator Morgan was the first to enter
the chamber. He stalked up and down
the deserted aisles-fo- r a,few minutes in
lonesome solitude and then sought com-- J
paulonshlp in Ids committee room. He
returned to the chamber about an hour
before the Senate was called to order and
sat chatting with a friend until he was
joined by Senator Cannon, of the Mormon
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State. Senator Money, tall and dignified,
entered next and took his seat. Senator
Faulkner looked in for a moment but did
not stay long. The venerable Senator
Morrill proceeded to his seat as soon as
he entered and held an Impromptu recep-
tion, many of the Senators going to his
desk to pay their respects as soon as they
entered.

Within half an hour of roll call the
chamber wqs well filled. Senator Teller
walked up and down the aisles, stopping
here and there to shake hands. Senator
Hanna entered, his broad features beam-
ing effulgence, as he shook hands right
and left and made his way to a cosy cor-
ner, where he formed one of a group com-
posed of Senators Faulkner. Gallinger,
Cullom, Mason and several others.

Vice President Hobart did not put in an
appearance until It was time for him to
call the house to order.

The galleries lllled Up early. The Sena-
tors' gallery on the Republican side was
taken up almost entirely by ladies. The
row reserved for the President was as-
signed to several ladies and there were
three members of Vice President

household in the seats reserved for
him.

The diplomatic gallery was occupied by
Sir Julian Pauncefote, the British ambas-
sador, accompanied by Miss Pauncefote
and an attache of the embassy; Mr. Chin
Pom Ye. the Korean minister, accompan-
ied by a lady and two secretaries of his
legation; Mr. and Mrs. Hay, son and
daughter-in-la- of the Secretary of
State, and representatives from the Rus-
sian, Japanese, Chinese and Venezuelan
legations.

The public galleries presented a pictur-
esque appearance, the gay dresses of the
ladies lighting up the scene. and contrast-
ing brightly with the staid, conventional
garbs of the men. Imager interest In the
proceedings was' depicted on the faces of
all.

The chamber was in a noisy hum of
communication, the Senatoxs talking to-

gether in little groups, when promptly on
the stroke of 12, Mr. Hobart stepped up
to his desk and rapped sharply for order.
A silence ensued which was broken in a
few minuUs by the deep, sonorous and
eloquent voice of the Rev. William H.
Milburn, the blind chaplain of the Sen-al- e,

who delivered the opening prayer.
The chaplain gave thanks for the bless-

ings bestowed upon the nation in allowing
the triumph of our arms and for the
blessings of peace. He invoked the heav-
enly benefaction upon the President and
his councilors; upon the members ot the
Senate and House of Representatives and
upon all who are engaged in the govern-
ment of the nation. He also prayer for
the divine blessing upon the Queen Re-
gent of Spain and her young son and up-

on her nation.
Immediately following the prayer the

roll was called, the following Senators
answering to their names: Aldrlch, Alli-

son. Baker, Bate, Berry, Burrows, Caff-er- y.

Cannon, Carter, Chandler, Chilton,
Clay, Cockrell, Cullom, Deboe, Elkins,
Fairbanks, Faulkner, Foraker, Gallinger,
Gear, Gorman, Hale, manna, Harris, Haw--le- y,

Heitfeld, Hoar, Kyle, Lindsay, Lodge,
McBride, McEnery. McLaurin, McMillan,
Mallory, Martin, Mason, Mills, Money,
Morgan, Morrill, Murphy, Nelson, Pasco,
Penrose, Perkins, Pettigrew, Piatt of
Connecticut. Piatt of New York, Proctor,
Quay, Rawlins. Roach, Sewell, Shoup,
Smith, Spooner, Sullivan, Teller, Thuiston,
Tillman, Turner, Vest, "Warren, Welling-
ton, "Wilson and "Wolcott.

Senator Cullom offered a resolution in-

forming the House that the Senate had
assembled With a quorum present and
was ready to transact business. The res-

olution was agreed to.

A resolution was presented by Senator
Morrill providing for the appointment of

a joint committee of the Senate and
House to wait upon the President and in-

form him that Congress was ready to re-

ceive any communication he might deem
proper to make. The resolution was
agreed to and Senators Mori ill and Cock-

rell were appointed as the Senate mem-

bers of the committee.
Senator Hale offered a resolution that

the hour of convening the Senate he 12

o'clock, meridian; which was agreed to.

The certificate of election of Senator
Simon from Oregon was presented by
Senator McBride, and the oath of office
administered to the new Senator.

A recess of thirty minutes was then
taken, on motion of Senator Allison to
await the President's message.

Italy Friendly "With the Power.
Rome, Dec. 5. The King today received

the addresses of the senate and chambsr of
deputies in reply to the speeoh from the
throne, in answer to which he expressed
his satisfaction at the conclusion Df the
commercial treaty between Italy and
France. The relations of Italy with all of
the powers, he said, were excellent.

Flynn EiiBincN College. Stli and K,
Business, shorthand, typewriting $25 ayr.
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WASHINGTON, MONDAY, DECEMBER

THE HOUSE IN SESSION.

DISTRICT ESTIMATES

REDUCED $2,000,000

The Unexpected Attitude of

Secretary Gae.

EXPENSES OF GOVERNMENT

Funds Thought to Be, --Necessary
for the Next Year.

The Senate Will Cunt About $1,1.17,- -

nml the House More Tlinu
Double That Amount.

In his estimates for the expenses of the
Government for the next fiscal year, sub-
mitted to Congress today, as required b
law, Secretary Gage takes a most extra-
ordinary step, lie put the estimates for
the District of Columbiiu at f7,230,S07,

thereby reducing the amounts recom-
mended by the Commissionu-'b- y $2,000,000

He states that It is unubl to 'indicate
the various items in. which ins considers
that reductions should be made In the
District appropriations, and he, therefore,
simply states in a footnote that he has
reduced the estimates of Uhe Commi-

ssioners.
For the rest, he estimatesithat the Sen-

ate will cost the country $1;H7,921 and the
House more than double as much. The
President and Vice President, with
clerks and other employes of the "White
House are set down at 3,:iS0. In this Is
Included $12T,C.O for the expenses or the
Civil Service Commission, an Increase of
over $25,000 over the cost of the present
year.

The Department of State will cost
an increase of about I100.0GO. The

Treasury Department will cost $15G,.'578,6S4.

an increase of some ?17,000,OOC almost
wholly due to the enlarged appropriations
for public works.

Singularly enough, the coat of territorial
governments is set down as about ?97,00

against ?1G4,GC0 for the present year. The
saving is entirely in the legislative and
incidental expenses of Arizona, Oklahomj
and New Mexico.

The "War and Navy Departments, Mr.
Gage estimates, will require $2,71,806 and
J502.2SO, respectively, whjfehls a total in-

crease of $450,000 to be"'expended mostly
in paying the long listjqf .salaries made
requisite by the war. ' L ,

The Interior, Postofflcc and Agricultural
Departments require $l,SC3r293, J5,G1C,07S

and J.1,127,722, respectively,- - all of them
.slight increases over last year.

Taken altogether the total' cost ot the
executive departments will excel those
of the present year by, nearly $2,000,009.

The estimates for and na-

val esUnbll.shmjmts.-mluran- y show a great
decrease over those gfHii& pr'esent year,
falling from $&,000.000 tpdbout $145,000,000.

This, of course, is due to the conclusion
of the war.

Pensions run along with about the usual
increase, amounting to $145,2830, against
$141,233,S30 for this yenr This is an in-

crease of $4,000,000. J"'
In public works, repairs to buildings,

etc., the Secretary wjstfes tcftspend some
$57,000,000, nearly $18,000,000 more than dur-
ing the present year.-v'-

The regular annual "appropriations will
amount to about $12S,O00,O0o nearly the
same as last year. ", j

Including these, thctotal appropriations
recommended for thef'cjomlng fiscal year
amount to $593,04S,37!I against fl62,G17,8S6 es-

timated last year. The Seoretary adds
that when the various" deficiency appro-
priations for the year 'are made, the total
appropriation for thefiscallyear lS9S-'9- 9

will amount to $S02,S73H. t

TWO APPROPBIATION
BILLS NEAD&IjY REABY

3 ?

One for "War Kmorgcnc Expenses
cud Another for the District

of Columbia.
Two appropriation bills will ba report-

ed to the House this week, the
on appropriations having practi-

cally completed the work ont those for the
war emergency and. District of Columbia.

The war emergency bill will be report-
ed to the full committee tpmiirrow morn-
ing and will be gone over, rapidly and re-

ported to the House in the afternodn to
be placed on the calendar.

As soon as this is, done the committee
will take up the District of Columbia
bill. The finished hear-
ings on thi3 last Saturday afternoon and
the testimony Is ;riowbeing printed. To-

morrow afternoon or Wednesday morn-
ing all of it will be laid before the full
committee, which will at once, get to
work on it. It Is expected that the bill
will be ready to report spme time this
week.

tittU

SO DISAGREEMENT
SAY COMMISSIONERS

U.YKMSCKAM TO M1CKETAHV ii.VV

OiitllneM Also iliu ProerexN Jliule In
the Formation f (,c Trent)- -

of Pi-ne-

Secretary Hay has received a cablegram
from Paris signed bj all the American
Peace Commibsioner- - staling that there
has been no disagreement between the '

American and Spanish Commissions.
The message also outlines the progress

which has been made so far in the for-

mation of the treaty of peace.

These details could not be learned at
the State Department, but the Secretary
sees no reason to change his opinions that
the work of the;Commisshmwlll be com-

pleted within one week -

LOSS WILL REACH

A MILLION DOLLARS

ki:at nriMiivcb aviiuciviid

imtiKMi.se l)niiwiK Done by I.u.st
.Mlit's Ilornii:p of the IHr Struc-

ture lit Hronilwiiy.
Xew Tork, Dec. 5. The lire that con-

sumed the upper half of the Home Life
Building when the storm of last night
raged Uercest. burned until daybreak. It
was smouldering itill at 2 o'clock this af-

ternoon, but all the mischief it had power
to do had been done.

The great sixteen-stor- y buiMing stands i

blackened and scorched frfim the middle
up. The windows of the Postal Telegraph
Building, next door, were cracked and
the window frames burned, but no other
damage was done.

The Rogers. Peet & Co. buiMing. in
which tlie Are started, was comp'etely
destroyed. The tola! loss will reach
?1,000.000 or more.

ALGER RELIEF BOARD

RESUMES ITS LABORS

vtllilliAVAS-I- lMlOFI'SEI.Y Sl'Hl-.AI-

Colonel Ltc nml Suixi-o- Jtrown
Present Charges of Cruelty

anil .Ncjrloct.

The Alger Relief Commission began
a session at the Lemon Building this
morning. All the, members were present.

Col. J. G. C. Lee, chief quartermaster
at Chlckamauga, was the first witness.
It was ftigge&ted that the quartermas-
ter's department had attempted to regu-

late the number of sick at Camp Thomas.
Col. Lee replied that that was not the
case. It did endeavor to regulate the
tentage. It was a fact that many of the
ofllcers at Camp Thomas had taken hos-
pital tents for personal use, leaving the
inference that this had caused much of
the shortage complained of.

Col. Lee in conclusion said that he be-

lieved that from the highest to the lowest
officer in the quartermaster's department
all had worked conscientiously and faith-
fully in the performance of their duties,
and he felt that they deserved unstinted
commendation.

The next witness was Dr. J. C. Brown,
a brigade surgeon, who was executive
officer in the general hospital at Montauk.

Dr. Brown arrived at Camp AVIkoff Au-
gust S, and was there until November S.

Work there went on with order and pre-
cision. No bodies were ever sent away
from tha dead house without clothing.
Sometimes uniforms could not bo obtained,
but in no case did Dr. Brown knowof the
body of a dead soldier being sent away In
nudeness. The stories about the brains
and livers of dead men being thrown into
coffins with corpses, he said, were abso-
lutely false.

An excerpt of the testimony of Dr. Con-
nor, of Boston, regarding Lieut. Tiffany,
of the Rough Riders, was received by the
Alger Relief Commission. The substance
of this has heretofore been published in
The Times.

KING LEOPOLD WILL
NOT BUY THE CANARIES

Would Like 1o Foxhcms One Inland,
to Be VHeil an a. JflenltU

Ilemirt.
Brussels, Dec. 5. It is denied here that

King Leopold wishes to buy the Canaries.
His Majesty merely wants one island ,of
the group to be used as a health resort
for the inhabitants of the Kongo Free
State.

A Youthful LeKinlntor.
Raleigh, N. C, Dec, 5. Clyde R. Hoey,

editor of the Shelby Star, will represent
Cleveland County in the Legislature. He
is not yet of age, nor will he be until De-

cember 10. He could not, therefore, even
vote at the recent election.
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THE PRESIDENT'S ANNUAL

MESSAGE TO CONGRESS

Great Events of the Year Reviewed
by Mr. Mc Kin ley.

RESULTS OF WAR WITH SPAIN

Recommendations Regarding the Government of
Porbo Rico and the Philippines Reserved Cuba
to Be Free When the People Have Proved
Thair Fibnes3 for Self-Gfovernm- ent Currency
Legislation Needed.

the Senate and House Rep-

resentatives:
Notwithstanding added burdens ren-

dered necessary people
rejoice satisfactory stead-
ily increasing degree prosperity evi-

denced largest volume business
recorded. Manufacture pro-

ductive, agricultural pursuits have yield-
ed abundant returns, labor fields
industry belter rewarded, revenue leg-
islation passed present Congress

increased Treasury's receipts
amount estimated authors:

finances Government
successfully administered credit
advanced rank; while cur-
rency maintained at-th- e world's
highest standard.. Military service under

common rlghteous'cause
strengthened National spirit

served cement closely
fraternal bonds between every scitfon

country.
review relation United

States other powers, always appropri-
ate, primary Importance
view momentous Issues which
arisen, demanding Instance
ultimate determination in-

volving consequences which
require earnest attention

Congress.
CALSES THE AV.VU "WITH SPAIN,

annual message
consideration given question

duty Government
United States toward Spain Cu-b.- tn

insurrection being
important problem which

called deal. considera-
tions adanced, exposition

views therein expressed, disclosed
extreme gravity

Setting asidp, logically un-

founded practically inadmissible,
recognition Cuban insurgents
belligerents, rtcognltion inde-
pendence Cuba, neutral intervention

imposing rational com-
promise between contestants, inter-
vention favor other party,

forcible annexation Island.
concluded honestly

relations Spain
should given reasonable chance
realize expectations reform
which become Irrevocably com-
mitted. "Within weelis previously

announced comprehensive plans
which confidently asserted would

efficacious remedy deep-
ly affecting country, injurious

interests mother coun-
try those Cuba,
repugnant universal sentiment
humanity.

ensuinu month brought little
progress toward pacification

Cuba. autonomous administra-
tions capital

principal cities appeared gain
favor inhabitants

extend their inlluenee-- large
extent territory Insur-
gents, while military obviously
unable active rebel-
lion, continued many objec-
tionable offensive policies gov-
ernment preceded tangi-
ble relief aftorded numbers

unhappy reconcentrados despite re-

iterated professions made regard
amount appropriated Spain

proffered expedient
cultivation proved illusory; In-

deed practical delusive
promises succor could
tendered exhausted destitute
people, stripped made
home herded strange region
among unsympathetic strangers hardly

necessitous than themselves.
SbFFEIUMaS Cl'HAXS.

December mortality
among them frightfully increased.
Conservative estimates Spanish
sources placed deaths among these
distressed people from

AVeyler's decree recon-centratl-

enforced. With ac-

quiescence Spanish authorities
scheme adopted relief charita-
ble contributions raised country

distributed, under direction
consul general several consuls,

noble earnest individual effort
through organized agencies
American Cross. Thousands

saved, many thousands
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timony, responsibility au-
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our relations with Spain and toward Cuba
was at hand. So strong was thl3 belief
that it needed but a brief Executive sug-
gestion to the Congress to receive immed-
iate answer to the duty of making instant
provision for the possible and perhaps
speedy probable emergency of war, and
the remarkeable, almost unique, spectacle
was presented of a unanimous vote of
both Houses on the 9th of March, appro-pri- a.

.ig fifty million dollars "for the na-
tional defense and for each and every
purpose connected therewith, to be ex-
pended at the discretion of the Pcesl- -

! dent." That this act of previsioa came
none too soon was disclosed when the ap-
plication of the fund was undertaken.
Our coasts were practically undefended.
Our Navy needed large provision for in-

creased ammunition and supplies, and
even numbers to cope with any subden
attack from the navy of Spain, which
comprised modern vessels of the highest
type of continental perfection. Our Army
also required enlargement of men and
munitions. The details, of the hurried
preparation for the dreaded contingency
is told In the reports of the Secretaries of
War and of the Navy, and need not be
repeated here. It is sufficient to say that
the outbreak of warv when it dW eome.
found owr nation not unprepared to meet
the confiict.

POWERS COUNSEL PEACE.
Nor was the apprehension of coming"

strife confined to our own country. Ij
was felt by the continental powers, whleh,
on April 6, "through their ambassadors
and emoys. addressed to the Executive
an expression of hope that humanity ami
moderation misht mark the course of this
Government and people, and that further
negotiations would lead to an agreement
which, while securing the maintenance of
peace, would afford all necessary guaran-teo- s

for the of order in
Cuba. la responding to that representa-
tion, 1 said 1 slfttrrthe hope ihi envoys
had expressed that paoe might ba pre-
served in a manner to terminate the
chronic condition of disturbance in Cuba
so Injurious and menacing to our interests
and tranquillity, as well as shocking to
our sentiments of humanity; and wnite
appreciating the humanitarian and disin-
terested character of the communication
they had made on behalf of the powers. I
stated the confidence of this Government,
for its part, that equal appreciation
would be shown for Its own earnest and.
unselfish endeavors to fulfill a duty to hu-
manity by ending a situation the Indefinite
prolongation of which had become Insuf-
ferable.

FAILURE OF NEGOTIATIONS.
Still animatt-- by the hope of a peace-

ful solution and obeying the dictates ef
duty, no effort was relaxed to bring about
a speedy ending of the Cuban struggle.
Negotiations to this object continued ac-

tively with the government of Splaln.
looking to the immed ate conc"u ion of a
six months armistice In Cuba, with a
view to effect the recognition ot her peo-
ple's right to independence. Besides this,
the instant revocation of the order of
reooncentration was asked, so that the
sufferers, returning to their horres and
aided by united American and Spanish
effort, might be put in a way to support
themselves, and. by orderly resumption
of the well-nig- h destroyed productive en-
ergies of the Is'and. contribute to the res-
toration of its tranquility and well-bein-

Negotiations continrel for some lit-

tle time at Madrid, resulting in offers by
the Spanish government wh ch e ull not
but be regarded as inadequate. It was
proposed to confide the prepirat on ef
peace to the insular parliament, yet to
be convened under the autonomcu? de-
crees of November. 137. but without im-
pairment in anywise of the consttutional
powers of the Madrid government, which,
to that end. would grant an armistice. It
solicited by the Insurgents, for such Um3
as the general-in-chl- might see fit to
fix. How and with what scope ot dis-
cretionary powers the Insular parlia-
ment was expected to set ab-- the
nrfttwrntmn" rT nAov .15.1 nn ..--

f it were to be by negotiation with the
I insurgents, the issue seemed to rest on

the one side with a bjdy chosen by a
I fraction of the electors in the distr'cts
; under Spanish control, and on the ether
j with the insurgent population holding
. the interior country, unrepresented in the
j parliament, and defiant at the
I suggf-stio- of suing for peace,
i CONGRESS ASKED TO ACT.
I Grieved and disappointed nt this bar

ren outcome of my sincere endeavors to
reach a practicable solution, I felt it my
duty to remit the whole question to the
Congress. In the message of April U.
iw. i announced that with thrs last
overture In the direction of Immeltate
peace In Cuba, and its disappointing re-

ception by Spain, the effort of the Ex-
ecutive was brought to an end. I nga'n
reviewed the alternative courses of ac-
tion which had been proposed, concludlig
that the only one consonant with Inter-
national policy and compatible with cur
firm-s- historical traditions was Inter-
vention as a neutral to stop the war anl
check the hopeless sacrifice of life, even
though that resort Involved "ho the con--
straint upon both the parties to the con
test, as well to enforce a truce as to
Kulde the eentual settlpmpnr " tvi.

J grounds justifying that step were, the
Interests of humanity; the duty to pro-
tect the life and property of our citizens
In Cuba the right to check Injury to our
commerce and people through the devas-
tation 03 the Island, and. most Impor-
tant, the need of removing nt once and
forever the constant menace and the bur-
dens entailed upon our Government by
the uncertainties and perils of the situa-
tion caused by the unendurable disturb-
ance In Cuba. I said:

"The long trial has proved that the ob-
ject for which Spain has waged the war
cannot be attained. The fire of Insurrec-
tion may flame or may smolder with vary-
ing seasons, but It has not been, and it
is plain that it cannot be. extinguished
by present methods. The only hope ot r- -


